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The EPA has designated January as National Radon Action Month. The aim of National

Radon Action Month is to increase the public’s awareness of radon, promote radon testing

and mitigation, and advance the use of radon-resistant new construction practices.

 

Radon is an odorless, colorless, tasteless gas that may be present in high levels in homes.

Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer deaths among non-smokers, claiming

approximately 21,000 lives each year, with more than 600 of those deaths occurring in

Michigan. Testing is the only way to know the radon level in a home.

 

Winter is an ideal time to test your home for radon. When windows and doors are sealed

tightly, radon levels inside your home can rise and testing is the only way to know the level

of radon in your home. Refer to the EPA’s Citizen’s Guide to Radon for information about

radon levels and what is considered an elevated level.

 

Calhoun County Environmental Public Health Department is offering free radon test kits

during the month of January. The test kits are short-term kits that come in a prepaid

envelope that is sent in for results. Once results are sent to you, a member of the Health

Department can help you read and interpret the results. 

 

Test kits can be picked up from the Albion or Battle Creek Health Department locations. See

the back of the newsletter for addresses and phone number.

For more information:

Visit the EPA’s website page on Radon or refer to the EPA’s Citizen’s Guide to Radon
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https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-12/documents/2016_a_citizens_guide_to_radon.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/radon
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-12/documents/2016_a_citizens_guide_to_radon.pdf


2021 VECTOR PROGRAM
SUMMARY

Winter in Michigan can bring some

unexpected or severe weather.

Winter storms can bring high winds,

frigid temperatures, ice, and snow

that can cause power outages,

dangerous conditions for driving,

and potential health risks for

humans and pets. Planning and

preparing for severe weather can

make a big difference in protecting

yourself and others during these

instances. Michigan State Police

and the Federal Emergency 

WINTER SAFETY TIPS
Management Agency (FEMA) have

created a guide to prepare for a

winter storm that includes ways to

prepare and recommendations for

actions during and after a storm. 

For additional information visit the

Michigan State Police's webpage on

winter weather preparedness.
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Winter Vehicle Emergency
 Kit Must-Haves

First Aid Kit
Jumper Cables
Tow Rope
Flashlight
Phone Charger
Extra Batteries
Tire Chains
Bag of Sand or Cat Litter
Blanket
Boots, Mittens, Warm Clothes
Water
Non-Perishable Snacks
Flares
Bright Colored Fabric

0 mosquitos sent in for
testing by CCPHD were positive

for any arboviruses

Highlights:

12 tick drags conducted 
covering 13,000 meters

of land

369 mosquitos were 
identified

100 ticks were sent in for 
 disease testing 

WATCHES VS WARNINGS
Winter Weather Advisory: Issued when snow, ice, sleet is expected.
Use caution when driving and prepare for possible winter driving
conditions.

Winter Storm Watch: Issued when conditions are favorable for heavy
snow, heavy sleet, ice storm, or blowing snow. 

Winter Storm Warning: Issued for a significant weather event that
can include snow, ice, sleet, blowing snow, or a combination of these
hazards. Travel will become difficult and delaying plans until
conditions improve is recommended.

the mosquito that can carry EEE, those

mosquitos are sent in to the State lab for

testing.

Tick monitoring involves dragging a blanket

over 1,000 meters per location and plucking

ticks off every 1,000 meters. Tick are then

brought back to the health department for

identification and all black-legged (deer

ticks) are sent for testing by the CDC.

Mosquito testing results have been returned

and 0 mosquitos tested by CCPHD were

positive for any arboviruses. 

Tick testing results have not been returned

and are expected toward the end of 2022.

For additional information on vector-borne

diseases and vector surveillance, visit the

Michigan Emerging Disease webpage.

2021 is the third year of the CCPHD

vector program where populations of

ticks and mosquitos within Calhoun

County are monitored for different

diseases that can be transmitted to

humans. Eastern Equine Encephalitis

(EEE) monitoring was included this year

for the first time while Zika and tickborne

disease monitoring was continued this

year.

EEE monitoring encompassed five resting

boxes that were set up per site. The type

of  mosquitos that carry EEE prefers

darker spaces and the resting boxes

provide this. We routinely collect

mosquitos from the resting boxes and

return to the health

department to identify

them. When we identify a

species of concern (such as 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/msp/FEMA_MSP_Winter_Weather_Hazards_Packet_637153_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/miready/0,8237,7-375-89492_89713---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/emergingdiseases


Each year, the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention (CDC)

recognize March 24th as World TB

Day. Dr. Robert Koch announced

the discovery of the bacteria that

causes tuberculosis, Mycobacterium

tuberculosis, on March 24th in 1882.

During the time it was announced,

TB killed one out of every seven

people living in the United States

and Europe. Since the discovery of

the bacteria, there have been many

steps taken toward controlling and

eliminating TB. A major public

health achievement in the 20th

century was the reduction in death

and illness related to infectious

diseases through mitigation efforts,

screening and vaccine

advancements, and additional

knowledge learned about about TB

and other infectious diseases. 

WORLD TB DAY
March 24th

The first full week in March has been

dedicated as National Groundwater

Awareness Week by the National

Groundwater Association. Approximately

30% of all the fresh water on Earth is

groundwater and an estimated 145

million Americans get their tap water

from a groundwater source. 

Protecting the safety of groundwater

helps reduce the possibility of

contamination which can lead to

bacteria, viruses, parasites, and

chemicals in the water that can lead to

illness. 

One important step to protecting the

groundwater is by recycling items

correctly. Many items such as household

cleaners, paint and thinners, solvents,

NATIONAL GROUNDWATER
AWARENESS WEEK
March 6-12  fuels, and other household items should

be disposed of in safe ways. One way

this can be done is by bringing items like

these to Calhoun County Household

Hazardous Waste Collection Days. These

days occur several times throughout the

year in different parts of the county.

Other days include appliance, scrap tire,

Styrofoam, and scrap metal days. 

For upcoming collection days and

acceptable items, you can check

the back of this newsletter or refer

 to the Recycling and Solid 

Waste webpage. 

For additional information 

about groundwater or 

groundwater contamination 

visit the CDC's Groundwater 

Awareness Week webpage.

Page 3

PFAS

Tuberculosis Program
 at CCPHD

Public Health Nurse Kristie Baker, RN
administers a TB test

Close follow-up case management by a Public
Health Nurse throughout the course of treatment
Prescribe medicine
Conduct contact tracing and provide testing to
contacts

The CCPHD Communicable Disease program provides
TB disease screening, treatment, and case
management to control and prevent TB disease
transmission in the community. CCPHD offers TB
testing for work or school requirements and for people
if there is a known exposure of active TB.  

If TB is detected, our clinic and staff will provide the
following services to the patient:

For additional
information about
testing or to schedule
a test, please contact
the CCPHD Clinic at
269-969-6363.

While TB incidence has reduced

steadily since 1993 in the United

States, the World Health

Organization (WHO) identified

tuberculosis as the top contagious

disease threat in the world. 

For information about TB infections,

how it spreads, and the symptoms

visit the CDC's Tuberculosis

webpage.

In the future when TB is eliminated,

World TB Day will be a day of

celebration. For now, World TB is a

day for education and awareness.

Tuberculosis Awareness 

is represented by the

color red and can be

worn on World TB Day

to spread awareness.

PFAS are a group of manufactured
chemicals that have been used in
industry and consumer products since
the 1940s and there are thousands of
different PFAS chemicals. Research
about PFAS is on-going but there is
research that suggests that accumulation
in the human body can lead to adverse
health effects. Calhoun County has a
known exposure site of PFAS and CCPHD
works closely with the Michigan
Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS) and the Michigan

For more information about PFAS and the
current response, visit the Michigan.gov
PFAS Response site.

 Department of Environment, Great
Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) to monitor
the site.

https://www.calhouncountymi.gov/departments/recycling_and_solid_waste/index.php
https://www.calhouncountymi.gov/departments/recycling_and_solid_waste/index.php
https://www.calhouncountymi.gov/departments/recycling_and_solid_waste/index.php
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/groundwater-awareness-week.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/groundwater-awareness-week.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/groundwater-awareness-week.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/default.htm
https://www.michigan.gov/pfasresponse/


UPCOMING EVENTS
Next Issue:
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190 E. Michigan Ave 
Battle Creek, Michigan 49014

 
214 E. Michigan Ave

Albion, Michigan 49224
 
 

Phone: 269-969-6341
 

calhouncountymi.gov
 

facebook.com/CCPublicHealthDepartment
 
 

CALHOUN COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL
PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT

World Malaria Day

National Public Health Week

World Hand Hygiene Day

International Nurses Day

Pool Safety

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Days

Food Safety and Certified Food Manager Classes

Vaccination Clinics

Every Thursday in January: Imms and COVID-19 vaccines
7:30-11am & 1-3:30pm at both Albion and Battle Creek Locations

Every Friday in January: COVID-19 vaccines
8:30-11am  at both Albion and Battle Creek Locations

Call the Environmental Public Health Department
for available classes and dates

Visit the the Recycling and Solid 
Waste webpage for events

"Working to enhance our
community's total well-being"

Monday-Wednesday by Appointment: 
COVID-19 vaccines at both Albion and Battle Creek Locations

https://calhouncountymi.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/CCPublicHealthDepartment/

